Controlled telethermographic study of the peripheral vasoactivity of oral piribedil.
A single-blind crossover study was carried out in 10 subjects with a healthy arterial system to compare the effects of oral piribedil and placebo on the peripheral circulation. Using a telethermographic technique, skin temperature variations from baseline values were measured, at 15 minute intervals over a 2-hour period, after treatment with 3 x 20 mg piribedil tablets, after 1 x 50 mg piribedil in a sustained-release tablet formulation, and after placebo. In contrast to placebo, a vaso-active effect was observed afte piribedil administration on all but 3 occasions. Peak temperature changes appeared later after the sustained-release tablet. Side-effects of treatment were minimal and no significant changes were recorded in blood pressure.